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island outside of Honolulu. No history could be obtained of any 
exposure, and in this case I do not think it is satisfactorily established 
that the patient came from out of town. 

Since beginning this letter, I have been informed that a second fatal 
case occurred yesterday at Aiea, so that we have had 5 cases within the 
last ten days, 2 of which certainly occurred within the city limits. 

If cases continue to occur, the outgoiog qaarantine will be again put 
in force. 

W. C. HOBDY, 
Assistant Surgeon, In Temporary Charge. 

The Surgeon-General. 

ITALY. 

Inspection, service ai Naples — Cholera in Palestine and Egypt. 

Naples, Italy, November 10, 1902. 
For the week ended November 8, 1902, the following steamships were 
inspected at Naples : November 3, the steamship Palatia, bound with 
passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and pas^sed 
924 steerage passengers and 220 pieces of large baggage; 960 pieces of 
baggage were disinfected by steam. The rejection of 60 steerage 
passengers was advised. November 5, the steamship (■HcUia, bound 
with passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and 
passed 619 steerage passengers and 80 pieces of large baggage; 800 
pieces of baggage 'were disinfected by steam. The rejection of 90 
steerage passengers was advised. November 6, the steamship AVer, 
bound with passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected 
and passed 795 steerage passengers and 200 pieces of large baggage ; 950 
pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. The rejection of 49 
steerage passengers was advised. November 8, the steamship Gallia, 
bound with passengers and cargo for New York, There were inspected 
and passed 858 steerage passengers and 250 pieces of large baggage ; 
3,000 pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. The rejection of 
44 steerage passengers was advised. 

Smallpox at Naples. 

During the week ended November 8, 1902, there were officially 
reported at Naples 4 cases of smallpox, with no deaths. 

Asiatic cholera in Palestine and Epypt, 

A report from Jerusalem states that during the week ended Novem- 
ber 1, 1902. there were 494 deaths from Asiatic cholera at Gaza and in 
the immediate neighborhood, 78 deaths at Lydda, and 5 at Jaffa. 

A report, dated November 3, stated that there were 28 new casf s of 
cholera in Egypt, with 19 deaths, and 44 ca.ses remaining under treat- 
ment. At Alexandria there 2 new cases, 8 cases remaining under treat- 
ment. At Wady Haifa 1 new case, and at Cairo there were no new 
cases, but there still remained under treatment 1 case previously 
reported. Assuan and Luxor, at the time of the report, were free 
from the disease. November 7 19 new cases were reported from all 
Egypt, with 14 deaths and 38 patients remaining under observation. 
Of the new r'ases, 8 were at Alexandria and 1 at Wady Haifa. Cairo 
was reported free from cholera. 
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Bubonic plague throughout the world. 

Naples, Italy, November 11, 1902. 

An interesting and important report Las just been issued by the medi- 
cal department of the British local government board. This consists 
of papers relating to the progress and diffusion of bubonic plague 
throughout the world during the period from 1808 to 1901. An account 
is also given of the measures ado])ted by the different countries for its 
control. The report is by Dr. Bruce Law, with an introduction by 
W. H. Power, F. R. S., medical oflicer of the board. An attempt has 
been made in the report to record the time and place of all outbreaks 
and to show the origin of the disease and its extent and mortality. Dr. 
Law has had difiiculty in collecting these facts for the reason that while 
some countries promptly and of their own initiative publish their 
plague statistics in accordance with the ajjreement of the Venice con- 
vention, others do not furnish the facts until they are applied for, and 
still others, it is said, distort or conceal the actual condition of affaiis. 
Dr. Law states that frequent confusion has arisen from mistakes made 
in diagnosis at the beginning of epidemics, and the author of the intro- 
duction indicates that, notwithstanding the apparent prei>aredness of 
certain localities to receive the infection, the disease has seldom become 
quickly and largely epidemic, a circumstance which seems to show that 
plague does not at first adapt itself to localities where it has not pre- 
viously and recently prevailed. Owing to tlie failures to detect early 
cases, it has been in many instances difficult to give the history of the 
origin of epidemics. Often by the time a given epidemic is admitted to 
be plague, the beginnings of prevalence are obscured by death, recovery, 
or other circumstances. 

The influence of rats -in the diffusion of i)lague is also dealt with. 
Ashoie, the affection has sometimes teen simultaneous iu rats and man, 
but sometimes rodents have been first affected and then man and some- 
times the opposite. It would also appear that rats may be extensively 
affected and man remain free and that the reverse may also occur. It 
is pointed out that at sea the disease is not readily conveyed from rat 
to man and from man to rat. Ships have brought plague patients into 
port aud yet the rats aboard have been exempt. Mention is made of 
the fact that at Glasgow, though rats were plentiful in the infected 
region, no disease wa« observed among them at any time in 1900, though 
caieful bacteriological investigation was made. On the contrary, at 
Cardiff, though the mortality among rats was very large and pure cul- 
tures of plague bacillus were obtained from their bodies, only 1 case 
occurred in a human subject. There is reason to believe that at Cape 
Town rats died in large numbers several months before any known cases 
occurred among men. But on this point the evi<tence is not conclusi've. 
With regard to men being free from disease on a ship having infected 
rats aboard, it is stated that in the case of the steamship Rembrandt, arriv- 
ing at Bristol from Smyrna, January, 1901, rats dead of plague were 
found among the grain that formed the cargo, yet no illness occurred 
among the men al)oard iu a voyage of 18 days nor among 77 stevedores 
who unloaded the vessel. A similar instance is afforded by the steam- 
ship Pergamon, which, at about the same time, reached Hamburg from 
Smyrna and Algiers with rats dead of plague aboard, but the crew in 
good condition. Notwithstanding these observations, Mr. Power, in 
the introduction, points out that it would be unwise to relax precautions 
against the spread of plague by rats. 

J. M. Eager, 

The Surgeon General. Passed Assistant Surgeon. 



